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Goal #9 – Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialisation and foster innovation.  
Video: ‘United Nations SDG9 Explained!’ - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fV80vJ7qt8M 

By 2030 the UN want to: 

1. Develop quality, reliable, sustainable and resilient infrastructure, including regional and trans-border  
infrastructure, to support economic development and human well-being, with a focus on affordable  
and equitable access for all. 

2. Promote inclusive and sustainable industrialisation and by 2030, significantly raise industry’s share of  
employment and gross domestic product, in line with national circumstances and double its share in  
least developed countries. 

3. Increase the access of small scale industrial and other enterprises, in particular in developing  
countries, to financial services and their integration into value chains and markets.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fV80vJ7qt8M


Goal #9 – Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure

Video: “United Nations SDG9 Explained!” - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxgYrs2DHCA 

4. By 2030, upgrade infrastructure and retrofit industries to make them sustainable, with increased  

resource-use efficiency and greater adoption of clean and environmentally sound technologies and  

industrial processes, with all countries taking action in accordance with their respective capabilities. 

5. Enhance scientific research, upgrade the technological capabilities of industrial sectors in all  

countries, in particular developing countries, including by 2030, encouraging innovation and  

substantially increasing the number of research and development workers per 1 million people and  

public and private research and development spending.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxgYrs2DHCA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxgYrs2DHCA


How is the UN going to make this  happen?

9(a) Facilitate sustainable and resilient infrastructure development in developing countries through  
enhanced financial, technological and technical support to African countries, least developed  
countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing states. 

9(b) Support domestic technology development, research and innovation in developing countries,  
including by ensuring a conducive policy environment for, inter alia, industrial diversification and  
value addition to commodities. 

9(c) Significantly increase access to information and communications technology and strive to  
provide universal and affordable access to the internet in least developed countries by 2020.



Facts and figures (www.un.org) 
• About 2.6 billion people are facing difficulties in accessing electricity full time. 
• 2.5 billion people worldwide lack access to basic sanitation. 
• 1 – 1.5 billion people do not have access to reliable phone services. 
• In 2013, it is estimated that there were more than half a billion jobs in manufacturing. Every job in  

manufacturing creates 2.2 jobs in other sectors. 

Want to find out more? 
Click on the link below to find out what progress has been made to date.  https://
sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg9  https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/
documents/14363SDG9format-revOD.pdf

Understand 
Development Perspectives’ mission is to contribute to lessening poverty, inequality and  

climate change through transformative education and active global citizenship.



Understand
SDG #9 Encompasses 3 important aspects of Sustainable Development: 

• Infrastructure: Provides the basis physical systems and structures essential to the operation of a  
society or enterprise. 

• Industrialisation: Drives economic growth, creates job opportunities and therefore reduces  
income poverty. 

• Innovation: Advances the technological capabilities of industrial sectors and prompts the  
development of new skills. 

Click Image for link to SDG9 info -----�

https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-9-industry-innovation-and-infrastructure.html


Understand
Industry

Industry

Industrialisation drives economic growth and job creation, thereby reducing income  
inequality, however this industrialisation needs to be carried out in a socially, 
economically, and environmentally sustainable manner. 

BigThink: https://bigthink.com/technology-innovation/fourth-industrial-revolution 

Article: Interested in understanding Industrialisation and Sustainable Development? This  
in depth article gives a comprehensive overview. http://www.pbl.nl/sites/default/files/  
cms/publicaties/402001015.pdf 

Ted Talk: Global Economist, Dambisa Moyo speaks of how  
economies and industries should aspire to be like China.  
Let us know your thoughts?  
https://www.ted.com/talks/
dambisa_moyo_is_china_the_new_idol_for_emerging_economies

Industry

https://bigthink.com/technology-innovation/fourth-industrial-revolution
http://www.pbl.nl/sites/default/files/
https://www.ted.com/talks/dambisa_moyo_is_china_the_new_idol_for_emerging_economies
https://www.ted.com/talks/dambisa_moyo_is_china_the_new_idol_for_emerging_economies


Understand
Innovation 

“It has now become clear that business as usual will not be 
enough  to meet the sustainability challenges the world faces”. 

Article: A Perspective from the SDG9 Leadership Forum: https://
globescan.com/sdg-goal-9-leadership-forum-report/  
Documentary: Often seen as a naive idealist Jacque Fresco (1916-2017) saw 
the improbability of his designs being adopted. He also saw the improbability of 
humanities current path not ending in catastrophe: ‘The Choice is Ours’  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yb5ivvcTvRQ 
Inspiration:   Jacque Fresco’s The Venus Project is an oldie but a goldie. It 

has been called idealistic but is becoming more and more relevant. 
Check it out here - https://www.thevenusproject.com/

https://globescan.com/sdg-goal-9-leadership-forum-report/
https://globescan.com/sdg-goal-9-leadership-forum-report/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yb5ivvcTvRQ
https://www.thevenusproject.com/


Understand
Infrastructure

“Infrastructure is the key to creating a healthy, happy and  
thriving economic climate in communities around the world”. 

By many infrastructure is essential for increased economic progress and reducing poverty.  
Infrastructure is seen to have major implications for environmental sustainability, both  
positive and negative. 

• Blog: “The importance of investing in built-to-last infrastructure” by Zia Qureshi. https://  
www.brookings.edu/blog/future-development/2016/03/29/the-importance-of-investing-in- 

built-to-last-infrastructure/ 
•  PDF: This PDF by the World Bank explains in detail the challenges associated 

with sustainable infrastructure for both socio-economic progress and  
environmental sustainability. - http://bit.ly/2iHhznt

http://www.brookings.edu/blog/future-development/2016/03/29/the-importance-of-investing-in-
http://www.brookings.edu/blog/future-development/2016/03/29/the-importance-of-investing-in-
http://bit.ly/2iHhznt


UnderstandA snap shot of Ireland’s 
transport infrastructure

How is Ireland doing as a country on sustainable infrastructure? 

Ireland, similarly to all countries, must invest more in public transport and cycling 
infrastructure. On the surface it seems like we are using bikes and public transport more 
and more but according to Eurostat and IrishCycle.com in the last 20 years there has been 
a relative drop in usage of both modes of transport. Also, while Dublin has seen 138% 
increase in cycling from 2007 to 2017. Only 2% of the 2019 budget was allocated for 
cycling infrastructure.

Anomalous data 2010-2012



Act
Action is a key component of Goal #9 – Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure. Take  

one or more of this months #SDGchallenges below to make your contribution. 

Get Informed – Engage with articles, blogs, videos and campaigns in this information pack. 

Be Political – Write to the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, Heather Humpreys. 

Educate – Host a workshop, talk or discussion about Goal #9 – Industry, Innovation and  
Infrastructure. 

Get Creative – Time for you to get innovative. Take our #Innovate2ModerAte challenge and  
share your innovative sustainable ideas with us on how Transport could improve in Ireland!



Act
Challenge #1 - Get Informed 
Let’s get reading! We are asking you to read up about Goal #9 – Industry, Innovation 
and  Infrastructure and learn about the efforts and initiatives being made around the 
world. 
You can begin this journey of learning by reading the articles or watching the videos in the  
‘Understand’ section of this pack. 

Challenge #2 – Be Political 
Let’s get political. Why not write to Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation Heather  
Humphreys asking her to recognise the need for investment in sustainable innovation in  
Ireland. 

Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, 23 Kildare Street.  
Dublin 2. Email: info@dbei.gov.ie

mailto:info@dbei.gov.ie


Act
Challenge #3 – Educate 
This challenge invites you to discuss Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure with your friends,  
family and colleagues. It can be an informal chat with a cuppa or an organised workshop  
where you can tackle head on with a group. Be sure to share any education activities with us  
using #SDGchallenge. 

Social Media Challenge #4 – #Innovate2ModerAte #SDGChallenge 
We are a great nation of people for ‘giving-out’ about traffic and poor public 

transport. Well, it turns out that in the modern world of ideation and innovation 

that just means we’re predisposed to the first stage of innovative thinking! So 

let’s take it to the next step and share our ideas & photos about how we can 

innovate for better cycling and public transport infrastructure. Post on Twitter 

and Instagram with the hashtags in the title. 

Click Image for link to Inspirational Innovation Quotes -----------------�

https://www.google.com/search?q=innovation+quotes&rlz=1C1CHWA_enIE870IE870&sxsrf=ACYBGNQ4w8yQzPi5q6DtlRBG21DmdFL01g:1572601379447&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjHm-HU3MjlAhWYUBUIHUV1ADwQ_AUIEigB#imgrc=_


Irish Organisations which we are partnering with this month.

The Mill Enterprise Hub 

The Mill is Drogheda’s purpose built community enterprise centre. It is the result of a 
public-private partnership which was conceived over 8 years ago. We aim to 
become the Hub for the  accelerated creation & growth of healthy new enterprises 
in the South Louth, East Meath and  Drogheda areas. Through our various 
programmes and facilities we will promote and support a  spirit of entrepreneurship 
and innovation at every level in the local community. 

Further information: https://themilldrogheda.ie



Share
Sharing our actions on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram allows us to raise awareness about  
Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure in Ireland and around the world and about the Sustainable  
Development Goals. Simply click on the icons below to redirect to the SDGChallenge sites. 

No matter which challenge you take, be sure to share it! 
Check out our Facebook Group #SDGchallenge. You can share your actions here and  

inspire other SDG advocates! 

Or you can Tweet us @SDGchallenge. Follow us for daily updates and interesting reads on  
Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure for the month of October! 

Follow us on Instagram @SDGchallenge and make sure to tag #SDGs and #globalgoals in  
your posts

https://www.facebook.com/groups/sdgchallenge/?ref=bookmarks
https://twitter.com/SDGchallenge
https://www.instagram.com/sdgchallenge/

