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Please note: Terminology within this pack is taken directly from UN and various other websites and not written by Development Perspectives.



Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, 
sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse 
land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 

Video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xdkBbJ6xIdU  

Goal #15 - Life On Land 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xdkBbJ6xIdU


Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage 
forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity 
loss 
By 2030 the UN want to: 

15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and 
inland freshwater ecosystems and their services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and 
drylands, in line with obligations under international agreements.  

15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, 

halt deforestation, restore degraded forests and substantially increase afforestation and 

reforestation globally.  

15.3 By 2030, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land affected by 

desertification, drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land degradation neutral world.  

15.4By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems, including their biodiversity, in 

order to enhance their capacity to provide benefits that are essential for sustainable 

development.  

Goal #15 - Life On Land 



Goal #15 - Life On Land 
15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, 
halt the loss of biodiversity, and, by 2020, protect and prevent the extinction of threatened 
species.  

15.6 Ensure fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of genetic 
resources and promote appropriate access to such resources.  

15.7 Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora 
and fauna and address both demand and supply of illegal wildlife products.  

15.8 By 2020, introduce measures to prevent the introduction and significantly reduce the 
impact of invasive alien species on land and water ecosystems and control or eradicate 
the priority species.  

15.9 By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values into national and local 
planning, development processes, poverty reduction strategies and accounts.  

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/metadata-compilation/Metadata-Goal-15.pdf   

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/metadata-compilation/Metadata-Goal-15.pdf


Goal #15 – Life on Land 

How the UN is going to make this happen: 

15.a Mobilize and significantly increase from all sources financial resources to 
conserve and sustainably use biodiversity and ecosystems.  

15.b Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to finance 
sustainable forest management and provide adequate incentives to developing 
countries to advance such management, including for conservation and 
reforestation.  

15.c Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of 
protected species, including by increasing the capacity of local communities to 
pursue sustainable livelihood opportunities. 

  
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/metadata-compilation/Metadata-Goal-15.pdf   

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/metadata-compilation/Metadata-Goal-15.pdf


Understand
Facts and Figures  

• Thirteen million hectares of forests are lost every year.  

• Around 1.6 billion people depend on forests for their livelihood. This includes some 70 million indigenous 

people. 

• Forests are home to more than 80% of all terrestrial species of animals, plants and insects.  

• 2.6 billion people depend directly on agriculture, but 52% of the land used for agriculture is moderately or 

severely affected by soil degradation.  

• Due to drought and desertification each year, 12 million hectares are lost (23 hectares per minute), where 20 
million tons of grain could have been grown.  

• Of the 8,300 animal breeds known, 8% are extinct and 22% are at risk of extinction.  

• As many as 80% of people living in rural areas in developing countries rely on traditional plant - based 

medicines for basic healthcare.  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Factsheet_Summit.pdf  



Understand
Deforestation  

“Seventy percent of Earth's land animals and plants live in forests, and many cannot survive the deforestation that destroys their 
homes.”  reference (video).  

National Geographic gives an excellent overview of deforestation and why it is important to be aware of: (Video & article)  

BCC takes us to the Amazon rainforest where they investigate the connection between the increase in deforestation in Brazil & 
the election of their new president Bolsonaro. Watch the short piece here (video). 

The effect of deforestation on wildlife: “Deforestation can lead to a direct loss of wildlife habitat, as well as a general 
degradation of their habitat. The removal of trees and other types of vegetation reduces available food, shelter, and breeding 
habitat.” – find out more here (blog). 

Currently 11% of Irelands land is covered by trees – all you need to know about Irelands forests are here (report).  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JdpspllWI2o
https://on.natgeo.com/2gNpRdr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nYlnoxgqEWo
http://bit.ly/2rWZLbS
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/forestservicegeneralinformation/ForestStatisticsIreland2019161219.pdf


Understand
Biodiversity  

This excellent 4-minute video brings you straight to the heart of what biodiversity really means. Want more? Head to Netflix to 
watch the entire #OurPlanet documentary.  

Help to attract wildlife to your garden in Ireland: “You will be working with nature. When that happens life is easier for people, 
animals and plants.” (Resource)  

“If bees disappeared, men would have only four years to live” – Einstein. On that note, have you heard of the newest award-
winning documentary to hit our screens called ‘Honeyland’? It is currently available to rent here.  

Permaculture is a set of design principles centered on whole systems thinking, simulating, or directly utilizing the patterns and 
resilient features observed in natural ecosystems. Gareth Conlon connects the dots between permaculture and development 
education. Check out his Ted Talk here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b6Ua_zWDH6U
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conservation-biodiversity/wildlife/encourage-wildlife-to-your-garden
https://www.amazon.com/Honeyland-Ljubo-Stefanov/dp/B07YMZY993
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sSeEQUYAAOk


Understand
Poaching & trafficking of protected species  

It’s 2020 and we’re guessing everyone reading this has watched/heard of ’Tiger King’? Hot topic for many Whatsapp groups 
… however has anyone mentioned the fact that there are less than 4000 tigers left in their natural habitat and between 
5000-7000 tigers in the USA? Is it time to binge on documentaries about the bigger picture? Start your binge here.  

However it doesn’t stop there. Illegal wildlife trade is a profitable business. It is estimated to turn over billions of dollars 
each year. Wild plants and animals from tens of thousands of species are caught or harvested from the wild and then sold 
legitimately as food, pets, ornamental plants, leather, tourist ornaments and medicine. The WWF is a great starting point for 
those who want to explore this topic further.  

Here are just some of the impacted species to date 

https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/tiger
https://www.worldwildlife.org/threats/illegal-wildlife-trade


Understand
Life on Land in Ireland  

Ireland’s central SDG hub – Geohive has a wide array of information on the SDGs specific to Ireland. Here are just some of the 
key points related to SDG 15. 

• >  91% of EU protected habitats in Ireland are recorded as having poor or unfavourable conservation status (NBP, 2017).  
  
• Agriculture and forestry practices, natural system modification, climate change, pollution, and invasive and problematic 

species are some of the threats contributing to Biodiversity loss in Ireland (NBP, 2017).  

• According to Ireland's Red List, freshwater fish, non-marine molluscs, bees and butterflies (our pollinators) are some of 
Ireland's most threatened taxonomic groups.  

• Agriculture accounts for 4.4 million hectares or roughly two-thirds of the surface area of the country. Agriculture and 
forestry are key threats to habitats and biodiversity.  

• According to Social Justice Ireland – Ireland is ranking 9/15 for SDG 15. See their research for further information.  

https://irelandsdg.geohive.ie/app/89cd3819501e4900bdd5c311686ab0e7
https://www.npws.ie/publications/red-lists
https://www.socialjustice.ie/sites/default/files/attach/publication/6248/measuringprogress-thesustainableprogressindex2020new.pdf?cs=true


Act
Action is a key component of Goal #15 – Life On Land. 

Take one or more of this months SDG Challenges to make your  
contribution. 

Informed – Engage with articles, blogs, videos and campaigns in this  
information pack.  

Political – Put pressure on the new Government to invest in afforestation and 
deliver on its forestry programme. 

Educate – Host a workshop, talk or discussion about Goal #15 – Life  On Land.  

#SharedSpaces – Welcoming wildlife & biodiversity to our shared spaces this 
spring.  



Challenge #1–Get Informed 

We are asking you to read up about Goal #15 and to learn about the efforts being  made 
around the world to help Life On Land. You can begin this journey of  learning by reading 
the articles or watching the videos in the ‘understand’ section  of this info pack. 

Challenge #2–Be Political 
Encourage government to invest in afforestation and deliver on its forestry programme that 
aims to expand forest cover to 18% by 2046. Read more about the current forestry 
programme here.  

Challenge #3 – Educate 
This challenge invites you to discuss how you can help Life On Land with your friends, 
family or colleagues. It can be an informal chat with a cuppa or an organised workshop 
where you can tackle the issues head on with a group. Be sure to share any educational 
activities with us using #SDGchallenge.

Act

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/forestryprogrammes2014-2020/


Challenge #4 – #SharedSpaces  

As we continue through spring & these difficult COVID times, we wanted to ensure this 
month's challenge is feasible, beneficial and outdoors.  

It is time for us to make areas more welcoming to wildlife & biodiversity. This month we are 
challenging you to take one (or more) of the actions below: 

1. Go wild with wildflowers for the butterflies & bees. Get some wildflower seeds & get 

planting. Here is your guide.   

2. Will you plant a native Irish tree? Oak, Willow, Hawthorn .. the list is endless. Find out 

more here.  

3. Let’s feed the birds. Whether you buy a bird feeder or get creative in making one let’s 

keep our birds fed. Here is some creative ideas for homemade bird feeders. 

4. GIY crops and herbs. No matter what your garden size, everyone can grow something. 

Check out GIY for all your tips & tricks.  

5. Last but not least.. A bee hotel. We promise you will be buzzing after it. Here is your 

step by step guide. 

Act

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-4-wildflower-FINAL.pdf
https://hedging.ie/glas-grove/
https://www.diyncrafts.com/3515/home/23-diy-birdfeeders-will-fill-garden-birds
https://giy.ie/get-growing/
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/bees/make-a-bee-house


Irish organisations making a difference

The Irish Environmental Network is a network of individual environmental Non-Government Organisations  (NGOs) that 

work individually and, as appropriate, jointly to protect and enhance the environment, and to place  environmental issues 

centre stage in Ireland and internationally. The IEN works to promote the interlinked  principles of environmental, social and 

economic sustainability. In representing the environment its Members  represent a common good and not self interest. As a 

network, IEN is greater than the sum of its parts, with  synergies developing from working together and sharing knowledge, 

skills, strengths and experience. 

To learn more about IEN and their members log on to https://ien.ie/about/



Sharing our actions on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram allows us to raise awareness about 

Life On Land in Ireland and around the world and about the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Please click on the icons below to link to our pages: 

No matter which challenge you take, be sure to share it! Check out our Facebook page. You can 

share your actions here and inspire other SDG advocates! 

Or you can Tweet us @devperspectives. Follow us for daily updates and interesting reads on 

Life On Land for this month! 

Follow us on Instagram @devperspectives and make sure to tag #SDGs and  

#globalgoals in your posts

Share

This project was funded by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT). The content of this communication represents the views of  
the author only and do not necessarily represent or reflect DFAT policy.


