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Goal #13 – Climate Action 
António Guterres, UN Secretary-General, at the Opening of the Climate Action Summit 
2019. 

“The impacts of climate change are being felt everywhere and are having very real 
consequences on people’s lives.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
time_continue=46&v=q6jbq1scma4&feature=emb_logo 

Limiting global warming to 1.5ºC would require rapid, far-reaching and unprecedented 
changes in all aspects of society. Limiting global warming to 1.5ºC compared to 2ºC 
could go hand in hand with ensuring a more sustainable and equitable society. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=46&v=q6jbq1scma4&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=46&v=q6jbq1scma4&feature=emb_logo
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Goal #13 – Climate Action 
By 2030 the UN wants to:  

13.1 Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to 
climate-related hazards and natural disasters in all countries 

13.2 Integrate climate change measures into national 
policies, strategies and planning 

13.3 Improve education, awareness-raising and human and 
institutional capacity on climate change mitigation, 
adaptation, impact reduction and early warning



Goal #13 – Climate Action 
The UN are going to make this happen:  

13.A Implement the commitment undertaken by developed-country parties to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change to a goal of mobilizing jointly $100 billion 
annually by 2020 from all sources to address the needs of developing countries in the context 
of meaningful mitigation actions and transparency on implementation and fully 
operationalize the Green Climate Fund through its capitalization as soon as possible 

13.B Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for effective climate change-related planning 
and management in least developed countries and small island developing States, including 
focusing on women, youth and local and marginalized communities 

*Acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is the 
primary international, intergovernmental forum for negotiating the global response to climate 
change.



Goal #13 – Climate Action 
The Climate Action Summit reinforced 1.5°C as the socially, economically, politically and 
scientifically safe limit to global warming by the end of this century, and net zero emissions by 
2050 as the global long-term climate objective for all.  

As of April 2018: 

•175 parties had ratified the Paris Agreement and 168 parties had communicated their first 
nationally determined contributions to the UN framework convention on Climate Change 
Secretariat. 
•10 developing countries had successfully completed and submitted their first iteration of 
their national adaptation plans for responding to climate change. 
•Developed country parties continue to make progress towards the goal of jointly mobilizing 
$100 billion annually by 2020 for mitigation actions. 

MOVING FORWARD: 
If you would like to read more about how the UN plan to move forward on climate change you 
can read the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Report: https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/

https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/


Understand
Facts and Figures
Climate Change is the defining issue of our time and we 
are at a defining moment. From shifting weather 
patterns that threaten food production, to rising sea 
levels that increase the risk of catastrophic flooding, the 
impacts of climate change are global in scope and 
unprecedented in scale. Without drastic action today, 
adapting to these impacts in the future will be more 
difficult and costly. 

Thanks to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change we know: 

• From 1880 to 2012, average global temperature 
increased by 0.85°C.  

Video: Watch how the earth has gotten warmer https://climate.nasa.gov/climate_resources/139/
video-global-warming-from-1880-to-2019/

https://climate.nasa.gov/climate_resources/139/video-global-warming-from-1880-to-2019/
https://climate.nasa.gov/climate_resources/139/video-global-warming-from-1880-to-2019/


UnderstandFacts and Figures
• From 1901 to 2010, the global average sea level rose by 19 cm as oceans expanded due to 

warming and ice melted. The Arctic’s sea ice extent has shrunk in every successive decade since 
1979, with 1.07 million km² of ice loss every decade. 

• Global emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) have increased by almost 50 per cent since 1990 

• Emissions grew more quickly between 2000 and 2010 than in each of the three previous decades. 

• In 2019, there were roughly 11,000 fatalities reported caused by natural disaster events worldwide. 
The Indian monsoon season floods were the most deadly catastrophe in 2019 with approximately 
1,750 reported deaths.  Hydrological events, such as floods, have affected the largest number of 
people in the last decade. 2019 is ranked the eleventh most costly disaster year in the 21st 
century. The past decade saw the most, costly to date.  

• Video: What causes climate change? Watch this short video, ‘We are the Problem and the 
Solution’ 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-D_Np-3dVBQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-D_Np-3dVBQ


Understand
What’s the goal here? 
Taking urgent action to tackle climate change and its impacts. 

Why? 
As greenhouse gas levels continue to climb, climate change is 
occurring at much higher rates than anticipated, and its effects 
are evident worldwide. By addressing climate change, we can 
build a sustain-able world for everyone. But we need to act now. 

Are people’s lives really being affected by climate change?  
Yes. Severe weather and rising sea levels are affecting people 
and their property in developed and developing countries. From 
a small farmer in the Philippines to a businessman in London, 
climate change is affecting everyone, especially the poor and 
vulnerable, as well as marginalized cent by 2030 from 2010 levels 



Understand
What happens if we don’t take action? 
If left unchecked, climate change will cause average 
global temperatures to increase beyond 3°C, and will 
adversely affect every ecosystem. 

Website: Check out NASA’s interactive ‘Climate Time 
Machine’ to see how some of the earth’s key climate 
indicators are changing over time https://
climate.nasa.gov/interactives/climate-time-machine 

Article: 11 Things you need to know about Climate 
Change https://www.conservation.org/stories/11-
climate-change-facts-you-need-to-know 

https://climate.nasa.gov/interactives/climate-time-machine
https://climate.nasa.gov/interactives/climate-time-machine
https://www.conservation.org/stories/11-climate-change-facts-you-need-to-know
https://www.conservation.org/stories/11-climate-change-facts-you-need-to-know
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Understand
Fuel Divestment: 

What is it?  The global movement for fossil fuel divestment is asking  
institutions to move their money out of oil and gas companies for both  
moral and financial reasons.  The UN are calling for a fair and urgent  
transformation to a fossil-free energy system by 2030.  

Why? Greenhouse Gases (GHGs) 
Greenhouse gases occur naturally. But after more than a century and a half of 
industrialization, deforestation, and large scale agriculture, quantities of greenhouse  
gases in the atmosphere have risen to record levels not seen in three million years.  
There are some basic well-established scientific links: 
The concentration of GHGs in the earth’s atmosphere is directly linked to the average 
global temperature on Earth; 
The concentration has been rising steadily, and mean global temperatures along with it, 
since the time of the Industrial Revolution; 
The most abundant GHG, accounting for about two-thirds of GHGs, carbon dioxide 
(CO2), is largely the product of burning fossil fuels.



Understand
Fuel Divestment: 

What is the hope?  The movement can help break the hold that the fossil fuel industry 
has on our economy and government.  

Video: Greta Thunberg, youth climate activist on fossil fuels  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=CWBGbAZlpRU   

Website: See what is going on around the world, where you live. https://gofossilfree.org/ 

Report: Read this report to understand the financial case for divestment.  
http://ieefa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Divestment-from-Fossil-Fuels_The-
Financial-Case_July-2018.pdf 

Campaign:  Find out about campaigns in your community https://
www.stopclimatechaos.ie/ 

Documentary: Check out some of the great documentaries on www.gofossilfree.org/
europe./films/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWBGbAZlpRU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWBGbAZlpRU
https://gofossilfree.org/
http://ieefa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Divestment-from-Fossil-Fuels_The-Financial-Case_July-2018.pdf
http://ieefa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Divestment-from-Fossil-Fuels_The-Financial-Case_July-2018.pdf
https://www.stopclimatechaos.ie/
https://www.stopclimatechaos.ie/
http://www.gofossilfree.org/europe./films/
http://www.gofossilfree.org/europe./films/


Understand
Food and Agriculture 

The biggest contributor to greenhouse gas 
emissions? Transport? Deforestation? Livestock?  
Emissions from animal agriculture make up 18% 
of all green house gas (GHGs) emissions.  That 
is more than all the GHGs produced by 
transportation globally.  

‘Tax red MEAT to save the planet’: UN report 
argues that hiking price could reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and combat wildlife 
habitat loss by encouraging people towards a 
plant-based diet.  Read about what the UN 
want here https://www.earthday.org/un-
report-plant-based-diets-provide-major-
opportunities-to-address-climate-crisis/ 

https://www.earthday.org/un-report-plant-based-diets-provide-major-opportunities-to-address-climate-crisis/
https://www.earthday.org/un-report-plant-based-diets-provide-major-opportunities-to-address-climate-crisis/
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Understand
Food and Agriculture 
Article: Reducing meat and diary 
consumption is the single biggest thing our 
can do to reduce your impact on the earth 
https://www.theguardian.com/
environment/2018/may/31/avoiding-meat-
and-dairy-is-single-biggest-way-to-reduce-
your-impact-on-earth 

Article: Five ways factory farming is killing the 
environment https://
www.onegreenplanet.org/
animalsandnature/factory-farming-is-killing-
the-environment/ 

Video: Beef is Bad for the Climate… But How 
Bad? https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=DD3sS743XHw 

Article: The relationship between climate 
change and agriculture is a two way street.  
Read how climate change creates food 
insecurity. http://www.foodsystemprimer.org/
food-production/food-and-climate-change/ 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/may/31/avoiding-meat-and-dairy-is-single-biggest-way-to-reduce-your-impact-on-earth
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Understand
Climate Change and Ireland 
In the 2020 Sustainable Progress Index Ireland was ranked last on the environmental index 
compared to 15 other EU countries. Ireland’s production of waste is one of the highest while the 
recycling rate is one of the lowest. Furthermore Ireland’ s production of green house gas 
emissions is well above the EU average and fails to meet the EU’s commitment to reduce GHG 
emissions by 20% by 2020.  To learn more read the following article: http://www.thejournal.ie/
ireland-ranks-high-education-poor-on-climate-action-5017521-Feb2020/ 

Ireland may have been the first country to divest from fossil fuels. But 85.34% of the energy Ireland 
consumes comes from burning fossil fuels.  

Article: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jul/12/ireland-becomes-worlds-first-
country-to-divest-fromfossil-fuels 

Website: To see what types of  energy are consumed in Ireland visit  https://
tradingeconomics.com/ireland/fossil-fuel-energy-consumption-percent-of-total-wb-data.html 

Video ‘A Drop in the Ocean, Ireland and Climate Change’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=xTz8xjL6g3E 

http://www.thejournal.ie/ireland-ranks-high-education-poor-on-climate-action-5017521-Feb2020/
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Understand
Climate Change and Ireland 
In the 2020 Sustainable Progress Index Ireland was ranked last on the environmental index 
compared to 15 other EU countries. Ireland’s production of waste is one of the highest while the 
recycling rate is one of the lowest. Furthermore Ireland’ s production of green house gas 
emissions is well above the EU average and fails to meet the EU’s commitment to reduce GHG 
emissions by 20% by 2020.  
Article: http://www.thejournal.ie/ireland-ranks-high-education-poor-on-climate-action-5017521-
Feb2020/ 

Ireland may have been the first country to divest from fossil fuels. 
But 85.34% of the energy Ireland consumes comes from burning 
fossil fuels.  

Article: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jul/12/
ireland-becomes-worlds-first-country-to-divest-fromfossil-fuels 

Video: ‘A Drop in the Ocean, Ireland and Climate Change’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTz8xjL6g3E 
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Understand
Policy 

The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
Set up by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and United Nations 
Environment to provide an objective source of scientific information.  It is categorical 
in its conclusion: climate change is real and human activities are the main cause. 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) has near-
universal membership. The ultimate aim of the Convention is to prevent “dangerous” 
human interference with the climate system. https://unfccc.int/process-and-
meetings/the-convention/what-is-the-united-nations-framework-convention-on-
climate-change 

Kyoto Protocol 
The Kyoto Protocol legally binds developed country Parties to emission reduction 
targets. https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf 

http://public.wmo.int/en
http://www.unep.org/
http://www.unep.org/
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-convention/what-is-the-united-nations-framework-convention-on-climate-change
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Understand
Paris Agreement 
Parties to the UNFCCC reached a landmark agreement to combat climate change and to 
accelerate and intensify the actions and investments needed for a sustainable low carbon future. 
There are now 186 countries that have ratified the Paris Agreement. https://unfccc.int/process-and-
meetings/conferences/past-conferences/paris-climate-change-conference-november-2015/paris-
climate-change-conference-november-2015 

2019 Climate Action Summit 
The Climate Action Summit, and the Climate Youth Summit, succeeded in focusing the attention of 
world leaders, from government, the private sector and civil society, on the urgency for action to 
address the climate emergency, and on increasing climate action. https://www.un.org/en/
climatechange/ 

To find out what the EU are doing to address climate change visit the following website https://
ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/eu-climate-action_en 

To find out how EU citizens feel about climate change read the following  
report https://ec.europa.eu/clima/citizens/support_en 

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/conferences/past-conferences/paris-climate-change-conference-november-2015/paris-climate-change-conference-november-2015
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Act

Action is a key component of Goal #13 – Climate Action.  Take one or more of this months 
SDG Challenges to make your contribution.  

Informed – Engage with articles, blogs, videos and campaigns in this information pack.  

Political – Put pressure on the new Government to take action against climate change.  

Educate – Host a workshop, talk or discussion about Goal #13 – Climate Action  

Eat for Change – Will you change how you eat to benefit the earth? #IEatForChange 



Act
Challenge #1 – Get Informed 
We are asking you to read up about Goal #13 and to learn about the efforts being made around the 
world  to promote Climate Action. You can begin this journey of learning by reading the articles or 
watching the videos in the ‘understand’ section of this info pack. 

Challenge #2 – Be Political 
Get in touch with your locally elected TDs and highlight the importance of taking action in climate 
change.  

Challenge #3 Educate 
This challenge invites you to discuss how you can achieve Goal 13 Climate Action with your  friends, 
family or colleagues. It can be an informal chat with a cup of tea or an organised workshop where 
you can tackle the issues head on with a group. Be sure to share any educational activities with us 
using  #SDGchallenge. 



Challenge #4 –  #IEatForChange  

Eliminate meat and diary consumption for one week and make single biggest impact 
on climate change that you can.  For recipes and support visit http://irishvegan.ie/ 
 

Act

The benefits of the #IEatForChange Challenge 

• If one person exchanges eating meat for a vegan 
diet, they’ll reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 1.5 
tons per year.   

• 1 calorie from animal protein requires 11 times as 
much fossil fuel as plant protein. 

http://irishvegan.ie/
http://irishvegan.ie/


Act
The benefits of the #IEatForChange Challenge 

• You would save more water by not eating one pound of meat than you would 
be not taking a shower for 6 months. 

• A Vegan diet requires 300 gallons of water per day verses a meat eating diet 
which requires 4,000 gallons per day.   

*In the USA



Act
The benefits of the #IEatForChange Challenge 

• Raising animals for food uses 30% of the earth’s land mass.  



Share
Sharing our actions on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram allows us to raise  
awareness about Climate Action in Ireland and  around the world and 
about the Sustainable Development Goals. Please click on the icons 
below to link to our pages 

No matter which challenge you take, be sure to share it! 
Check out our Facebook Group #SDGchallenge. You can share your actions  

here and inspire other SDG advocates! 

Or you can Tweet us @SDGchallenge. Follow us for daily updates and  
interesting reads on Responsible Consumption and Production for this month! 

Follow us on Instagram @SDGchallenge and make sure to tag #SDGs and  
#globalgoals in your posts

https://www.facebook.com/groups/sdgchallenge/
https://twitter.com/SDGchallenge
https://www.instagram.com/sdgchallenge/

