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What is Development 
Education?

Development Education is an active and creative educational process to increase 
awareness and understanding of the world we live in. It challenges perceptions and 
stereotypes by encouraging optimism, participation and action for a just world. 

This information pack is part of a wider project 
called the SDG Challenge which uses a 
Development Education approach to encourage 
informed action towards the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals.  

For more information please see: https://
www.developmentperspectives.ie/home  
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Goal #1: No Poverty
End Poverty in all its forms everywhere 

Target 1.1: By 2030, eradicate extreme poverty for all people everywhere, currently measured as people living on  
less than $1.25 a day. 

Target 1.2: By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and children of all ages living in poverty  
in all its dimensions according to national definitions. 

Target 1.3: Implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures for all, including floors, and  
by 2030 achieve substantial coverage of the poor and the vulnerable. 

Target 1.4: By 2030, ensure that all men and women, in particular the poor and the vulnerable, have equal rights to  
economic resources, as well as access to basic services, ownership and control over land and other forms of property,  
inheritance, natural resources, appropriate new technology and financial services, including micro-finance. 

Target 1.5: By 2030, build the resilience of the poor and those in vulnerable situations and reduce their exposure and  
vulnerability to climate-related extreme events and other economic, social and environmental shocks and disasters.



Goal #1: No Poverty
How is all this going to happen by 2030? 

The UN established two methods of achieving No Poverty by 2030: 

• Mobilizing resources from around the globe and enhancing cooperation to provide a means  
to implement programmes and policies that will end poverty in all its forms. 

• Create sound policy frameworks at national, regional and international level, based on pro-poor and  
gender sensitive strategies, to support investment in poverty eradication actions. 

Alas the SDGs are not binding, and if countries do not create policies that favour 
poverty  eradication, poverty will not be eradicated. 
Find out more: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2016/goal-01/
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Understand
What is Poverty? 

• 10 causes of poverty: A short video from Tearfund about the root  
causes of poverty.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=U5qig9HIJ7k (Video) 

• What has poverty got to do with money? 
An interesting TedTalk by Ian Rosenbenger on why poverty has  
nothing to do with money:  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ZPm0M6zDC_g 

• The poor may always have been with us, but attitudes towards them have changed. Beginning in the  
Neolithic Age, Ben Lewis's film takes us through the changing world of poverty. http://bit.ly/2wZpRfV 

• How is the world doing towards the achievement of this goal? Check out this SDG tracker - https://
sdg-tracker.org/no-poverty 
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Understand
Different kinds of Poverty: 

What Is Absolute Poverty? - Definition, Causes & Examples:  http://bit.ly/2yROKMS 

Understanding poverty: This short film from World Vision gives us an insight. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXpm7xDRWk4  

Poverty and Economics education resource: This excellent resource was produced by Mary 
Murphy and Deirdre Quinlan for use with groups. https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/sites/
default/files/assets/document/economics_and_poverty_the_links_0.pdf  

1 in 6 people in Ireland are at risk of living in poverty:  https://www.socialjustice.ie/content/
policy-issues/1-6-irish-people-poverty-not-good-enough  

Want to find more resources for SDG 1? Check out: https://developmenteducation.ie/
resources/sdgs/1-no-poverty/
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Understand
Social Welfare and Poverty: 

Welfare programs shown to reduce poverty in America:  
“More than 45 million Americans are currently living in poverty  
and without social security, the poverty rate for Americans 65 
and older would jump nearly 40%”. 
http://bit.ly/2wrNrTf (blog) 

Other ideas for Social Welfare are being discussed to help prevent poverty such as universal  
basic income. 

Recently in Finland they have been Trailing UBI with 2000 citizens: http://bit.ly/2x7nl7t (Article) 

Some Believe “A basic income could end poverty forever” http://bit.ly/2kcV9Py (Article + Video) 

While others say it will never work: Here’s Why Experts Think Universal Basic Income Will Never Work: 
http://bit.ly/2fD66Vs (Article + Video)
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Act
Action is a key component to eradicate poverty. Take one or more of the  
challenges below to make your contribution to the #SDGchallenge: 

Get Informed - Engage with articles, reports, videos and campaigns 

Be Political - Write to the Minister for Finance 

Educate - Host a workshop, talk or discussion around poverty 

Cooperate - Barter, shop local or share with a neighbour 

Inspire Others - Take the “Poverty Box” Challenge and nominate 3 friends



Act
Challenge #1: Get Informed
Your journey starts with the ‘Understand’ section of this info pack. From there we encourage 
you to engage with reports, documentaries, campaigns and blogs that provide a range of  
perspectives on the causes of and solutions to global poverty. Support your actions by being  
informed on the issue. 

Challenge #2:  Be Political 
Write a letter to the Minister for Finance, Paschal Donohue. He has the ability to influence  policy 
that can eradicate poverty. In this letter mention 4 issues: 
1. Lessening of income inequality 
2. Progressive taxation 
3. Poverty is man made 
4. Importance of Education when combatting these issues. 
Contact details: Ministers Office, Dept. of Finance, Merrion Street, Dublin 1. Email:  
webmaster@finance.gov.ie

mailto:webmaster@finance.gov.ie


Act
Challenge #3: Educate 
This challenge invites you to discuss poverty with your friends, family or colleagues. It can be  an 
informal chat with a cuppa or an organised workshop where you can tackle the issues  head on with 
a group. 

Challenge #4: Cooperate 
Try bartering goods for a week with neighbours, friends and family. This reduces the need 
for money and allows you to trade what you already have for other items you might need.  You 

should also find out if there is a cooperative in your town. Try to shop locally and at  independent 

stores to see what difference it makes to you and your town.



Act
Challenge #5: Inspire Others - Take the #PovertyBox Challenge 

The ‘Poverty Box’ Challenge asks you to buy all of your 
food for 1 week for €14 (€2 per day). Take pictures to  

document what you have bought or made each day  

and share it with #PovertyBox. At the end of the week,  

you must nominate 3 friends on Facebook/Twitter/  

Instagram to take the same challenge!

Here’s an example of what your #PovertyBox might look like.



Irish organisations making a difference:
All Together in Dignity – ATD Fourth World is an international human-rights 
movement that works through grass-roots projects in partnership with people living 
in poverty. All around the world, it remains focused on constantly reaching out to 
the most vulnerable families, those who have a long history of poverty and 
educational disadvantage even in the so-called developed countries. 

Website: http://www.atdireland.ie/wp/  
Blog: https://www.developmentperspectives.ie/SDGChallenge/ATD%20blog%20post.pdf 
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Share
Sharing our actions on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram allows us to raise  
awareness about Poverty in Ireland and around the world and about the  
Sustainable Development Goals. 

No matter which challenge you take, be sure to share it! 

Check out our Facebook Group #SDGchallenge. You can share your actions  here 
and inspire other SDG advocates! 

Or you can Tweet us @SDGchallenge. Follow us for daily updates and interesting  
reads on Poverty for the month! 

Follow us on Instagram @SDGchallenge and make sure to tag  
#SDGs and #globalgoals in your posts.


